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OBJECTIVES
Unlock EPUB essentials: Discover Reading System navigation.

Deep Dive: Explore additional functionalities like internal dictionaries, 

search tools, and note-taking capabilities.

Go Beyond the text: Uncover how EPUBs can incorporate images, 

audio, and interactive elements.

Provide Accessibility for all: Learn about features like text-to-speech 

functionality, adjustable text spacing, and compatibility with screen 

readers.



I Have An EPUB … Now What?
What is an EPUB? Electronic Publication is a file format for 

electronic books (eBooks). It's designed to be flexible and 

adaptable, working well on a variety of devices like computers, 

tablets and mobile devices. 

Structure of an EPUB is essentially a compressed ZIP of 

XHTML files broken down into 

● container.xml

● content.opf

● content files

● Other files



Reading Systems
EPUB is an open standard

Online or Offline

Retained in a Library.

Wide Range of Features 
and Functionality

Accessibility Features

Adobe Digital Editions

Amazon Kindle

Apple Books

Colibrio Reader

Kindle Previewer

Kurzweil 3000

Redshelf

Thorium Reader

VitalSource Bookshelf



VitalSource
Navigation

Table of Contents

Search 



Formatting
Text Size

Fonts

Mode

Margin

Line Height

Highlighters

Sharing



Features
Annotations

Bookmarks



Add Note

Copy

Look up in 
Wikipedia

Flashcards



Thorium
Navigation 

Table of Contents

Page Number Search

Landmarks

Bookmarks

Search content



Formatting

Theme

Text

Display

Spacing

Configuration



Features

Annotations

Readaloud



Accessibility .. Now What?
EPUBs follow WCAG guidelines

Flexibility 

Reflowable text

Alternative Text

Media descriptions

Keyboard navigation

Text-to-speech



Assistive 
TechnologyText-to-speech

ReadAloud

NVDA

JAWS



Inaccessible .. Now What?
How to Remediate

Check for Accessibility

Add Alternative Text

Color Contrast

Proper Heading and structure

Add Audio Descriptions

Ensure Keyboard Navigation

Font and Sizes

Avoid using images for text

Test for Accessibility with AT 



Editing Files
Tools

Ace by Daisy

Compress/Explode
PC: 7Zip; 
MAC: eCanCrusher

XML Editor
Sigil
Visual Studio Code

Color Contrast Checker
WebAIM

Remediate

Where the magic 
happens.



Digging In



Explode & Go

Search

Edit Content

Add Metadata

Add Alt Text



QUESTIONS
???
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