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What is the web's value? 

"The social value of the Web is that it 
enables human communication, 
commerce, and opportunities to share 
knowledge" 

- Tim Bemers-Lee 



OER Movement Beliefs 

• Access to high-quality education is a 
human right. 

• OER offer opportunities for systemic 
change in teaching and learning. 
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OER in times of COVID 
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''The Covid-19 crisis has resulted in a paradigm 

shift on how learners of all ages, worldwide, can 

access learning. It is therefore more than ever 

essential that the global community comes 

together now to foster universal access to 

information and knowledge through OER/1 
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I • The internet is the new public square 
where education takes place. 

• OERs are part of this new public square. 

• OERs build and share knowledge with 
many people by their very nature. 

• Accessible OERs therefore spread 

accessibility to many people. 

"As educators, we need to 

prepare students to understand 

what accessibility is and how to 

make electronic media 

accessible." - Youngblood, N. E., 

Tirumala, L. N., & Galvez, R. A. 

(2018). 
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Faculty Anxiety 

I'm not an accessibility 

expert. I don't know how to 

make sure everything is 

100% perfectly accessible. If I 

can't make it 100°/o accessible 

should I even try? 



How to Allay Faculty Fears? 

• One important aspect of accessibility is 
variety. 

• Variety in OER means multimodal 
projects. 

"Multimodal projects are simply projects that 

have multiple ''modes" of communicating a 

message. For example, while traditional 

papers typically only have one mode (text), a 

multimodal project would include a 

combination of text, images, motion, or 

audio." 

-- University of Illinois Springfield 

Center for Academic Success 



Multirnodal Ideas 

• Think about how the topic of an assignment can 
incorporate accessibility. 

• Think about how a project or assignment can teach a 
subject unrelated to accessibility at the same time it 
adds to increased accessibility. 

• Think about how an assignment can be broken up into 
parts where students have options and variety in what 
they are required to do and create. 

• Think about how different aspects of technologies can 
be incorporated into an assignment to increase 
accessibility. 



GET 
INSPIRED 
BY THESE 
EXAMPLES 
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Mapping: ESRI Subway Accessibility Maps: 

CIDHY Subway AcoossibUitv ond Populations with Oisobiitv 

Subway Accessibility Maps: 

https://www.cidny.org/subway­

accessibility-maps/ 

11.1,... I / 

)()11 GlOIIAfter you explore this project what type 

of topic and relationship can you think J' 

EU2t1l>elh 

about having students map? 

https://www.cidny.org/subway


Mapping: ArcGIS Audubon Society Birdability Project 

Birdability Mapping Project 

https:// gis.aud ubon.org/birdability / 

After you explore this project Birdability 
'lou can help ensure birding tours are accessible to everyone what ways do you think students 

could participate in this project? 

Maybe an environmental course 

could participate in this project. 

https://gis.audubon.org/birdability


Describe It - Making Art Accessible Online 
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/thefrickcollection/describe-it 

How do you think your Art students 

might be able to participate in this 

project? What about students in 

disability studies? 

https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/thefrickcollection/describe-it


Contribute captions, subtitles and translations 

Working to Build 
How could a video assignment be a More Open. 

Collaborative expanded to include accessibility? 
World 



Be inspired 

Not deterred 

By the chance to add accessibility 



 
Resources 

Presenter Contact Information and Accessibility Sites: 

• Amy Wolfe, Accessibility Librarian and OER Developer, City University of New York amy.wolfe@cuny.edu 
Accessibility Across the Curriculum https://accessibilityacrosscurriculum.awolfeworks.com 
Accessibility Toolkit for Open Educational Resources (OER) https://guides.cuny.edu/accessibility 

Project Website Addresses 

• Subway Accessibility Maps: https://www.cidny.org/subway-accessibility-maps/ 

• Audubon Birdability Mapping project https://gis.audubon.org/birdability/ 

• Describe IT https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/thefrickcollection/describe-it 

• Amara: https://amara.org/en/volunteer 
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